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Genius Loci 

 Any heritage site contains a memory, an energy, a breath of life. 
 
Solitary ruins, majestic palaces, mature forests, symbolic stairs, these various places proclaim 
excess just as much as harmony; throughout centuries, they captured all the human passions, 
and tell them to those who are present to listen and understand them.  
 
Therefore, each image from the exposition “Genius Loci”, produced by Dimitri de Larocque 
Latour explores the invisible, search for echoes, lingering silhouettes, paving the way towards 
a world surrounded by mysteries.   
 
These enigmatic places in appearance, are even more so if we listen to their legends; they could 
be kept up by evanescent forms whose voices mingle with the songs of the air and water.  
 
Those figures are the Genius Loci. Each civilisation possesses its own Geniuses: tricksters, 
fairies, Genius loci, stryges, Penates, ghosts... the Genius is sometimes seen and perceived as an 
accomplice or an adversary, a beneficent or unhealthy spirit. Since his childhood, Dimitri de 
Larocque roams through the monuments searching for them. 
 
Image rhymes with magic; may each one of them take you into another dimension of reality, 
more ethereal, more mystic, where crossing the shadow of a Woman in White will seem all too 
natural to you.  
 
Who inspired you? 

Two men have helped set course to my vocation: first of, my ancestor, an artist-painter, Jacques 
de Larocque Latour. He often represented legendary characters such as the "Mélusine fairy”, 
the Woman in White from the Mortemer Abbey or the Wolves’ Herdsman. These characters, 
these creatures were always staged in spectacular places: in front of a chaotic road dominated 
by a ruined castle, in forests full of dead trees etc. The atmosphere, the colours, all of it 
fascinated me. My eye now seeks them in reality. 

Then, already passionate about mysterious places, I discover upon its release in 2006, the work 
of British photographer Sir Simon Marsden. A total choc and a complete revelation of the 
infrared technology, which then became my preferred technique. Beyond the work, I am also 
fascinated by Simon Marsden, the person. Our paths often cross in certain places and I see his 
melancholic, ghost hunter silhouette also trying to find peace among the monuments looking 
for theirs.  

Finally, how can one forget the work of painters Caspar David Friedrich and John Atkinson 
Grimeshaw? Their landscapes by moonlight or at dusk, are too vivid and powerful to be set 
aside. 
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Which places made an impact on you during your stay in Arles? 

The Alyscamps. With its serene atmosphere, this Merovingian necropolis seems to be worlds 
apart from Earth. I was also impressed by the Saint-Gabriel chapel. On the road to Tarasco, she 
is protected by an army of olive trees. More than once, I have had the feeling that they were 
alive, as their dark and stocky trunks make them seem like fabulous beings. Then, of course, 
one can still sense the presence of Vincent Van Gogh. 

How do these places make you feel like? 

Very serene. The feeling that we belong to these places, that we are called upon there, expected. 
There is a sense of being in a matrix by finding yourself in an isolated ruin, resting in the middle 
of a forest where one feels protected. Since I do not dispose of a driver’s licence, I reach these 
places by foot, and have time to prepare my trips. A place must be earned.  

What are your activities alongside photography? 
 
I am pursuing a master’s degree in history. My final paper deals with the representations of the 
Woman in White in 19th century France; whether we think about tales and legends, about the 
opera of Scribe and Boidelieu or the paintings of Dargent. Even Victor Hugo was confronted to 
a Woman in White story during his exile in Jersey. The places I photograph are almost always 
associated to a legend of a Woman in White. 
 
 

     Biography 

 
Aged 22, Dimitri de Larocque Latour pursues a Master in history at the 
university of Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines. He’s also the creator and 
animator of a French show called « Tête-à-tête », broadcasted on TV78, 
where he seeks to stimulate or comfort the vocations of students by 
interrogating personalities from diverse horizons. 
 
 

https://www.larocquelatour.com/ 
 

 
PRIZES 

 
May 2016 – 1st Prize CROUS Région Île-de-France - Thème "Sauvage" 
 
August 2016- 2nd Prize Puy l'Evêque - Theme "Original Constructions" 
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     Galerie Huit Arles 

 

Galerie Huit Arles is situated in a 17th century mansion in the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of Arles, France.  
The Provencal town is renowned for its Roman monuments, world-class 
museums, the painter Vincent Van Gogh (who created some of his most 
celebrated works here), the Luma Foundation, and prestigious Arts 
Festivals. 
Founded in 2007 Galerie Huit Arles has acquired a solid reputation for 
the careful selection of its artists – both established and emerging – and 
the quality of its hangings and installations. As well as regular 
exhibitions and distinguished private views, the gallery hosts Art Stays 
for the discerning traveller, Artists’ Residencies and thematic 
workshops. Much more than just an art space, Galerie Huit Arles is a 
creative, inspirational and convivial venue in a magnificent location. 
The gallery also has a presence in the UNESCO World Heritage site of 
George Town, Penang. (Malaysia). 

 

           

 

 

           Julia de Bierre 
 

 
Julia de Bierre is an Anglo-French author, gallerist, and heritage activist, living and working 
between France and Malaysia, where she was born. She attended Uplands School, Penang, and 
completed her education at Bristol University, UK. 

For many years Julia curated, restored and animated one of Switzerland’s most prestigious 
medieval castles, using the magnificent setting for the organisation of fine and decorative art 
workshops and seminars.  
Julia de Bierre continues to write for leading international Publications; in Malaysia her work 
is published by “Areca Books”. 
 
She is a Trustee of the Manuel Rivera-Ortiz Foundation for Documentary Photography and Film 
(New York, Paris, Zurich, Arles), and a member of “Arles Contemporain”, the network of 
Arlesian art galleries and museums.  
 
 
 

 

               
 
 
 
 

 


